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BHAGWAN NEMINATH === 


. Bhagwan Neminath (Arishtanemi), the 22nd Jain Tirthankar of this cycle of time 
was born to Queen Shivadevi, the wife of King Samudravijai, the Yadav king of Soriyapu 
Vasudev was Samudravijai' s younger brother. His two wives Rohini and Devki gave birt 
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to Baldev Balram. and Vaasudev Shriktishna respectively. These three great Yadavs of 
that era, with there divine deeds, added to the glory of the Harivamsh clan and also 


became instrumental in propagating Dharm throughout the expanse of India. 


Bhagwan Neminath had a unique combination of exemplary courage and valor as 
well as extreme compassion. His life was free of attachments and vices. It was as untainted 
as a lotus flower. His conduct was universally beneficent as if it was the Ganges of com- 
passion and Ahimsa. Freeing the Yadav clan of its vices of ħunting and consuming meat 
and alcohol to accept the pious way of life was one of his memorable achievements. He 
bolstered his message of vegetarianism and universal clemency by his own conduct of 
self-sacrifice. Vaasudev Shrikrishna assisted him in spreading his message. That is the 
reason that the teachings of Bhagwan Arishtanemi find an important place in the Vedic 
literature also,'In Yajurveda there are Mantras for offerings to him as the originator of the 
Adhytma Veda and benefactor of all beings. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan has seeped him as a 
historical figure. without any hesitation. 


 The:details about the life of Bhagwan Neminath. are available in the Aagam litera- 
ture, later-% témméntaries, as well:as the biographical: works, Although there are small 
variations in some: incidents due to sectarian splits, everyone has treated his ideal con: 
duct of Ahitnsa and conduct with same respect and fervor. The entwined story of Rajimati 
has also been: presented with equal eloquence. The puritan love of Rajimati has an aston- 
ishing inspiring power due to its inherent attributes of sacrifice, asceticism, virtuosity, and 
sagacity. Here the pious life-story of Bhagwan Neminath is given in brief by Munishri 
Purnacharrdia Vijai Ji, the scholarly disciple of Acharyashri Kalapurna Surishvar ji. 


—Srichand Surana ‘Saras 
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BHAGWAN NEMIN AIH On the banks of river Yamuna was a large 


city named Soriyapur. Two kings of the 
Vrishni family of the Harivamsh clan ruled there. The king and queen of the northern part were 
Samudravijai and Shivadevi. The king of the southern part was Vasudev who had two queens named 
Rohini and Devki. The son of Rohini was Balram and that of Devki was Shrikrishna. ge’ 


This story is based on the life of Shrikrishna’s cousin Bhagwan Neminath who in his earlier birth did the 


Bees-sthanak worship and acquired the Tirthankar-gotra-karma. After that he was born as a god in the- 
Aparajit Viman, SE ; Rie pe, 


One day in the loftiest of Vimans the throne of this 
pious soul trembled. He saw his future— 


is 
ra 
be born on earth Ly 
as the sonof p 


Mother Shivadevi was sleeping in her palace. 
The date was Kartik Krishna” thirteenth. At 
midnight the pious soul descended from the 
dimension of gods into the womb of Shivadevi. 
One after another she saw 14 great dreams. 
She woke 


- Oh! I saw 14 
auspicious 
dreams...!? 


# Krishna = the dark fortnight of a month. 
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The queen got up and went to King 
Samudravijai’s chamber. The Sound of her 
steps disturbed the 


P Dating you! At The air is filled with an enchanting | 
FW this unearthly aroma? There are showers of joy from: 


jj = é divine glow is spreading all around? i 
AN 
the sky and the stars are singing?... 7 


/ | am sure you will give birth to | 
savior of mankind, mere touch of 
‘| whose feet will liberate the sinners. 
. The earth will be showered by the / 
divine rain of Dharm. | 
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room and spent the night chanting Namokar Mantra. 
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‘After nine months the queen gave birth to a radiant child on Shravan Sudi” 5th. Every comer of the 
"palace was filled with light. Thousands of gods and goddesses with their 64 kings descended to pay 
| homage to mother Shivadevi. s E = IS 3 

NN 


IID 


TIDAN NEENA R I E r E NNN DNO ; 
At 
7 i) in 7 “UV 


Indra created an image ot the Infant And took the infant to the peak of the Meru mountain. 
and put it near the sleeping mother... Turning himself intofive divine clones, the king of gods 
SE — a ae ii performed the birth- ; ; 3 
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When pregnant,-his mother , 
saw in her.dream a.divine — 
wheel (Nemi) made of 
Arisht gems. So | give him 
the name— Arishtanemi.* 
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* Sudi = tha hrinht half o > month ae 


BHAGWAN NEMINATH 
After Nemikumar, Shivadevi gave birth to three 
more sons. There names were Rathnemi, 
nd Dridhnemi. ; 


Arishtanemi was a healthy and robust child with 
greenish blue complexion. When people saw the}, 
Srivatsa mark on his chest they commented— 


This child will `$ 
certainly become 
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The four princes were brought:up in regal-grandeur. 


Jarasandh sent his emissary, Sopak, to 
Samudravijai with a message— 


| 
Surrender Balram and Krishna, the 


Killers of Kams, otherwise | will wipe out 
the whole Yadav clan. : 


(í E yy 
He became popular as Nemikumar. 


Jarasandh, the cruel ruler of Magadh was a sworn 
enemy of the Yadavs. When his son-in-law, Kams, was 
killed by Krishna he vowed before his daughter— 
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VE patient..| will leave'no signs 
\ of the killers of your husband. 
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Sopak returned and provoked Jarasandh who in turn 
instructed his son Kaalkumar— 


Samudravijai said— 
p7 

4 Kams was a killer and 

criminal himself. It is our duty 

to punish such man. What 


Krishna did was right. 


March with the army 

-| andcrush the Yadavs. 
A But beware of Krishna - 

he is devious. _ 


Vz 
4 
| father! Even if he 
enters fire | will 
bring him out 
and kill. 


nd Vasudev called an astrologer and asked— 


` Jarasandh is at y Sil Balram and Krishna are great warriors. 
loggerheads with us. When They will kill Jarasandh to conquer three 
will this come to an end... continents. But right now it is not good for AS 
you to remain in this area. \ 


H 


You should go west toward the sea with 
your clan. You should found a city at the spot 
where Satyabhama gives birth to twins. The foe 

> will never be able to harm you. 
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a : All right, let all Yadav families 
Avclaing destruction, we have to proceed west. 
-indulge in constructive activities 
and for that we require peace. 


Chasing Krishna-Balram, Kaalkumar reached the jungles of west Vindhyachal. A god, who was 
a friend of Krishna, created an illusion to end the pursuit. Kaalkumar saw that on the banks of a 


river were scattered numerous funeral pyres and an old woman was sitting there wailing: He 


~N 
Devious cowardly Krishna is hiding within™ 
this illusion of fire. Show me his funeral 
pyre. | will go in and bring him out. 
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Under the leadership of Krishna the Yadavs continued 
their march and arrived near Raivatak hills. There |- 
Satyabhama gave birth to twins. Krishna observed | 


After a while the god withdrew the 
spell. The pyres and the old woman 
disappeared. Kaalkumar’s army 
returned. Jarasandh was deeply 


called me? 


| construct a large and ` Z 
beautiful town forus fe 
GRAN at this place. 


Oh! Krishna has killed my 
son with deceit. | will not 
let him live. 


The god constructed a 9 Yojan broad and 12 Yojan 
long beautiful city. It became famous as Dwarka. - 


It iş inevitable. Ignorance and 
conceit of Jarasandh have pushed 
him to the brink. His end is certain. 
You will be victorious. 


Prince! Is this war necessary? 
What would be its outcome? 
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Riding his chariot Nemikumar also joined Krishna and Balram when they went to war. In the fierce 
battle Jarasandh hit Balram hard to drop him unconscious. Now Krishna faced the foe. Jarasandh’s 
army surrounded Krishna and declared that he was dead, Panic spread in the Yadav Fanks. Bef 


they could retreat, Nemikumar came forward and blew hi 
Seam eee Ss 


The divine conch-shell!! 
Krishna is alive! 
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arasandh, When he saw 


The Chakra chased him like a guided missile and at} ` 
NY N last beheaded him. The gods showered flowers on 
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Vaasudev Shrikrishna! A 
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# Disk-weapon. 
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Jarasandh dead, all his allies rushed to Nemikumar in panic. He approached Krishna with them. 
and the sons of Jarasandh. - = 


They may live 
happily under my 
\ sovereignty. 


Brother! You are an invincible 
warrior. To forgive the vanquished is ja 
your duty, Please show mercy to the 

panicky and do your duty. : 


avs lived happily in Dwarka. 


Krishna no one has the 
strength even to lift these 
weapons. 
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Nemikumar then lifted the Sharng bow and 
bent it like a Strip of cane. 


| picked your conch 
playfully and blew it. But 
why are you so 
concerned? 


Prince! Who blew 
this Conch? 
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He also picked the Panchjanya Conch up arid blew 
it. Its deafening sound spread far in all directions, 
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Krishna embraced Nemikumar and said] 
laughingly = 
What a surprise! You blew this 
A) Conch. It means that my brother 
A, is more powerful than me. 
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He said to |/Brother! It does not suit us 
Krishna— to wrestle like wrestlers 
and tumble on the ground. | 


In order to test Nemikumar’s strength Krishna said— 


( Krishna is elder to me. 
Elder brother is like 4 


Prince! Let us wrestle and 
find out who is stronger. 


AA 


father. To wrestle with know:you want to test my KIE 
a << 
him is not proper. À 


Please extend 
your arm. 


You are right. 
Are you really so 
strong, brother? 


rm and said— 


PE zE 
Brother! Now it is your turn. 


BHAGWAN NEMINATH 
Krishna became apprehensive— 


Krishna held the extended arm and suspended all | 
his weight but it remained rigid like an iron rod. 
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the world at an early age and 
become an ascetic. 


Finding an opportunity Krishna said— 

3 Brother! You 

want to see me in 
bondage?! 


Prince! All our 
elders desire to 
celebrate your marriage. _ 
To oblige them is 
your duty. 


“easy 
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Nemikumar can 
t easily capture my {l 
state. 
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is turned the direction of Krishna's > 
thoughts— 


The only way to stop 
Nemikumar is to tie 
him into the marital 


You must enjoy the worldly 
F\. pleasures for some time. After that h 
ou may accept Diksha, _ 44 


BHAGWAN NEMINATH 
"ee Brother! The union 
AR of two bodies is a 
him who is fond of pleasures. But toa \& most beautiful woman in | Source of fleeting joy 
and lasting pain. | 


detached soul these pleasures ate] | | the world for you so. that 
want to tread the 


ba bitter as poison; for him they are-like 7 you may intensely enjoy 
> EN. era niisOn, your married life. path that offers the 
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Pondering thus Krishna returned to his palace. 
Satyabhama and Rukmini asked— Se 


My lord! You look 
ae worried. What is 


his consent for marriage 
is not easy. 


Satyabhama laughed and said= 
Leave this to us. When 
Nemikumar beholds the 


enchanting beauty of my younger 


7 Uncle Samudravijai and other 
elders want that Nemikumar 
- should get married but he 
does not agree. 
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BHAGWAN NEMINATH 


f ; Sy ives went for water- 
One day, during the spring time, Krishna and Nemikumar along with at Sear water (rotten 
games. With pumps in their hands, Satyabhama and Rukmini ae and threw at him with force. 
pool over Nemikumar. Jambavati and Padmavati made flower- 


Nemikumar joined the:play with a mock protest— N ZA 
Ui N 
f T 


J 


\ 8 tl i 


j) 
N 


a AT 


7 Soon our Devarani 

will help Nemi bathe 
. with cold water 
every day. 


ar; 14 
~ > #Bhabhi = elder brother's wife. f 
. sak = husband's younger brother's wife. 
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The queens took Nemikumar’s laughter as his consent for | | Nemikumar thought— 


marriage. They shouted with joy— E ee, 
a J Now| will get an Strange are the ways of 
Cheers! Our 


fondness. To me marriage is `\ 
a shackle and they take it to 
be a source of happiness. +) 
and want to yoke me. 


excellent princess 


Devar” has agreed for him. 


to marry! 


Next day Krishna approached King Ugrasen with the 
marriage proposal of Nemikumar— 
| seek the handof Y There can be no greater 
princess Rajimati in happiness than this. | 
marriage for beseech you to come with the 
A bridegroom in a gorgeous 
>. marriage procession. 


| am obliged. Please make 
necessary arrangements 
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In Dwarka started the préparations 
Nemikumar's marriage. 
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ssion included hundreds of 
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Far away on the roof of a large palace on a hilltop, surrounded by the ladies of the royal family, 
gorgeously dressed bride, Rajimati, stood waiting with a garland in her hands. Two friends of 


wwe 


But what a contrast. Rajul is 
fair as snow and the prince 
is dark as musk. 


According to the Trishashti Shalaka Purush Charitra Nemikumar rides a chariot and according to Uttaradhyayan 
Sutra he rides a bull-elephant.. 
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Rajul interrupted— Both the friends laughed heartily— 


g You are fools! In absence of ~< 
black, whiteness loses its value. 

Moreover, gold is tested by rubbing 

atthe black touch-stone. _ 


In love ail spots become ) 
beauty spots. ` 


ace of ceremonies Nemikumar sa 


Driver! Why thousands of animals% 
have been caged here? Why are 
they wailing? This pathetic sound 

is painful tọ.me. 


dy? Prince! These 


animals will be killed 
for the feast meant for 
the guests. 


/ What! So many moot” 
animals will be killed in my 


name. No, no! | will never 
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Look! That deer with tears Na 1 
in its eyes is questioning. / ARE —<% 
eS here pathetic 
wailing echoes in 
my ears. It rends 
my heart. 


- Why we innocents are 
being slaughtered? 


Nemikumar said— 


Lil f No! First go and get } 
these caged animals released. | 


can't tolerate their tears. Their 


so much for the animals. 
This is their fate. 


The driver got down from the elephant and opened the gates of the fence, Deer, sheep, goats,rabbits and 
other animals leaped away. Nemikumar was glad to see the animals freed, 
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him all the oma 
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Seeing the elephant turn back, Samudravijai, Krishna, and others came and asked the driver— 


LAY 
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Father! Brother! | am not l 
interested in the marriage that 


Father! One who breaks x 


his resolve is a coward. 
4j Besides not getting married, | 
®)\ have also resolved to renounce 
A the world, Please don’t try 
to stop me... 


Prince! We will do as 
you say but don't turn 
back from an 
auspicious event like 
marriage... 
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Krishna then explained to the other 
Sire! Nemikumar is no ordinary 


man. He is the supreme one of the Now I should accept 
era. What he does is for the benefity |? Diksha in ordèr to showihe 


world the path of compassion 
and clemency. 
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After this he started the year long charity. On Shraavan Sudi 6th in Leyes fe hare 
palanquin he came to the Raivatak garden on the Raivat hill. Under an AS 
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| The moment he accepted Diksha, Nemikumar acquired. 
the Manah-paryav-Jnana, Samudravijai, Krishna, and 
‘other Yadavs paid homage to Prabhu Neminath. 


Wandering around in Saurashtra doing his spiritual 
practices at various spots, Neminath returned to 
the same spot after 54 days. ues 
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O hairless conqueror 
of senses! May you attain the 
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Under the Ashoka tree ‘while doing 
the purest of spiritual practices 
Neminath attained Kewat Jnana. 
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The Garden Kecpenintormed Krishna— | | Krishna was glad to hear the news. He rewarded 


Sea nite? we the man and instructed his personal guard— 
Sahasramravana Bhagwan ) 7 Announce in the city that 
Neminath has become Bhagwan Neminath has become 


\ omniscient. | am going to offer 
him homage. 


omniscient. 
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Even atter enjoying 
unlimited affluence 
man's desires are | 
never subdued. Only 
with renouncing 
he experiences 
À unprecedented peace )) 
\ and happiness, 
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“Bhante! | experience $ 
awakening. Please initiate 
me into the discipline. 
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King Vardatt got initiated along with 1000 others. He 
became the first Ganadhar# of Bhagwan Neminath. 


gr 


bs, 


} 4 


~ Bhagwan! Why is Rajimati so 
deeply attached with you? Every 
single moment she remains 
> obsessed with you, 


Vaasudev! This attachment 
goes nine births back slowly 
becdming the second nature. 


Bhagwan! All 
present here want 
to hear about it. 


All right, | will 
Ah narrate the 


# Principal disciple 22 
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Eight births earlier, there was a prince-named 
Dhankumar. He married Dhanvati, a beautiful 
and virtuous princess. They deeply loved each 
other. One day while walking in a garden they 
saw an unconscious ascetic. g 
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Dhankumar took out thorns from the ascetic’s feet and applied 
medicine, Dhanvati also brought sterile water and other things. 
On regaining composure the ascetic said— 


Worthy ones! You have helped me 
regain my physical health. In return, | will 
give you Dharm, the means to improve 


y Mylord! Look,an $ 
ifm ascetic lies unconscious | 

and blow ups from 
his feet. 


1, Equanimity in joy and pain, 2. detachmen 
_from the mundane, 3. compassion for all 
beings, 4. belief in fruits of Karma, and i 
5, unwavering faith in truth. These five give ANN 
-the ultimate peace to beings. g 
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Bhagwan! By beholding 
you and hearing your sermon 
-we are filled with joy. 
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‘After this they both accepted the 
Dharm# and returned home. 


Shiava 


Vaasudev! During the passage of next 
eight rebirhs Dhankumar and Dhanvati did not 
separate. As friends or as married couple the 
bond of love kept them together. 


kumar and 
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| Bhagwan! You have ER 
detached but Rajimati is yet to 
rise above her love for you. 
She repeats your name day 
and night... 


will also get detached 
and attain Moksh during 
this life time. 
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When Rajimati saw the marriage procession returning she asked— 


What happened? 
Why they are 
returning? 


EN 
RD A NA 

Oh! My lord has returned from thè 
gate abandoning me rudder-less 
on the waves. 


Rajul! When Nemikumar 
knew about the killing of animals 
for the feast, he got angry and 
returned. Now he will not marry. 


f Ar 
ga And Rajimati fell unconsci 


OV My lord! Where did you go 
p Q leaving me alone? Am I so 


XD 
Xe unlucky and evil that | am 
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4 No! He will not come now..... 
Stop crying. Please take me to him. | will 
~ Your father has gone to | i appease him. Only | can bring 
z appeal to Nemikumar him back. He will not listen to 
and bring him back. 
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NO 


This way Rajul used to sit alone at the 
window and stare at the Raivat hill. One day 
a friend informed— Ni), R 


you desired. My love has made 
me mad. Why love the detached 
one? My lord! show me the path 


Rajul! Your lord is now the \\ 
Lord of three worlds. See, gods 
come to celebrate his attaining 
omniscience. 
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Lost in her sentiments, Rajul joined her palms, 
fixed her gaze at the hill and offered prayers. 
Tears of joy dropped from her eyes. 
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The friend shook her— : 


/Rajull don't be so sentimental. 
Come; everyone is going to 
pay homage to Prabhu... 


Mad with joy, Rajul joined the family -on chariots to go to 
the Raivat hill. On way she continued to look at the peaks | 
of that hill. : 


ip Sitting there, Prabhu must be 
OONA giving his discourse. Indeed, 
-a blissful experience! 


The chariots stopped at the foot of the hill. Like a child Rajul climbed in leaps and bounds. At 
the peak was the Samavasarn # of Bhagwan Neminath. He was narrating the story of his eight 
“earlier births. As soon as the discourse ended Rajimati approached and submitted— 


$ 2 


Prabhu! You broke the nine-birth old \"® 
ties within a moment. Now show me 
the path so that | rise above this 
fondness and become detached. 
Please initiate me. _ 


Prabhu! She is detached from the 
mundane world. Please initiate her. 
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- # Religious assembly, 
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jimati pulled out 
When Prabhu gave his consent Krishna arranged the renouncing ae a dy dedeo 
her shining black hair. Clad in white she came to Bhagwan Neminath along 


Lady! You should win over the 
senses and be resolute in discipline. 
In the boat of detachment, may you 

cross the ocean of mundane 

existence, 


A| running after the mirage 


| of fondness: Now | want 
“ato repent for my sins and 
get initiated, 
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P \am drenched. This is 
* solitary place. Let me dry 
my clothes. 


She looked around. It was dark. Rajimati took off her dress and spread it to dry. Deeper in the 
cave Rathnemi stood in meditation. The thunder disturbed his meditation. He looked at the 
opening. In the flash of lightening he had a glimpse of half naked Rajimati. His discipline melted 
and he was consumed by lst LE N 
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O Charmer! Don’t be afraid, | am 
Rathnemi. | love and adore you. 
Without you my life is a waste. 

Come, let's enjoy the pleasures of 


KAULA 


GA O beautiful damsel! Fortune 
has smiled on us. Step ahead 


| Rooted at the spot Rathnemi repeated his invitation— 


corner. 


RS 
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Rathnemi! Stay put! Don’t step ahead. 
Who wants to taste the vomit of his elder 
brother. Born in the lofty Vrishni family, it 

is a shame that you sould behave in 
such a manner. 


| BHAGWAN NEMINATH 
R 

Please control yourself, your mind... 
A snake of Agandhan species chooses to be 
consumed in flames and not to suck back the 

vomited venom. Be a master of your 

senses and save yourself from 
this disgrace 


ged out of his stupor of lust. He shouted— 
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Curse me! . ` 
Curse me!! 


Ci), 


And he re-settled into his practices. 


| By then the rain had stopped. Rajimat 
came out of the cave and joined the 


group to proceed towards the goal Bhante! Consumed by lust | became 


shameless. | caused pain to pious 
Rajimati by my rustic and biting words. ` 
_ Prabhu! Purge me please. 
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Prabhu said— 


Rathnemi! Repentance for one’s misdeeds 
is the best atonement. Do meditation and 
penance, This will destroy attachment 
and free you of lust. 


aa many years of spiritual practices Rajimati Rathnemi also attained: Nirvan 
estroyed all her Karmas and attained liberation. penance. AINE 
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i Shalaka Purush Charitra, Part 8, Ch.9 


Sources : Uttaradhyayan Sutra, Ch. 22; Trishasht 


Good literature is Your Best Friend 
e 
Colourful Jain Story Books (Chitra Katha) 
Based On Famous Jain Subjects. 


The simplest and easiest way to get acquainted with Jain religion, Philosophy, 
culture, history and way of life. Entertaining as well as informative, these picture 
books make the incidents from the life of the persons you revere come alive. They 
open up the glorious past of the Jain culture for you and your children. 


Set of 60 Books Rs. 1500/- (In India). US $ 150 (Abroad) Postage Include. 


Price Rs-25/- each book 
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© Bhagwan Shanti Nath @ Maha Sati Madan Rekha Hem-Chandracharya 
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@ Bhagwan Neminath @ The Inspiring Story of @& Puniya Sharavak 
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@ Kshamadan @ Arya Sudharma @ Acharya Bhadrabahu 


@ The Moral Stories of 7 The Young Yogi Jambu Kumar @ Ajatshatru Kunik 
Bhagwan Mahavir 7 Sati Anjana Sundari v 7 Nandishen 


Please send your amount by Draft/M.O. to'any of the following Addressee- 
MAHAVIR SEVA TRUST SHREE DIWAKAR PRAKASHAN 


A-7, Sagar Niwas, Ist Floor, Off Manchhubhai .A-7, Awagarh House, Opp. Anjna Cinema, 
Road, Malad (E), Mumbai - 400 097. M.G. Road, Agra - 282 002. 


© Ph. 528811397, (R) 28443949 Ph. : 0562-2851165, 93192 03291. 
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Pia takes Ta A eT DA Sutra, Editor ¢ Shri Res. Muni 


